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Abstracts of the 8th Annual Congress of the ‘‘Gesellschaft fu¨r Biologische
Systematik’’ (GfBS)
Daniel Burckhardt, Roland Mu¨hlethaler
Naturhistorisches Museum, Augustinergasse 2, 4001 Basel, SwitzerlandThe Organisms Diversity and Evolution electronic
Supplement (http://www.senckenberg.de/odes/05-13)
contains the abstracts of 43 short communications and
39 posters presented at the 8th annual congress of the
GfBS (Society for Biological Systematics; see http://
www.gfbs-home.de/) in Basle, 13–16 September 2005.
The meeting took place at the Natural History Museum,
was organised by the ‘‘Naturhistorisches Museum
Basel’’ and the ‘‘Institut fu¨r Natur-, Landschafts- und
Umweltschutz’’ of Basle University, and was attended
by 145 participants. The meeting was opened by PD Dr.
Daniel Burckhardt (Organiser), Professor Dr. Wolfgang
Wa¨gele (President of the GfBS) and PD Dr. Christian
Meyer (Director of the Natural History Museum Basle).
The main meeting sessions were: (1) historical
biogeography with emphasis on mountains; (2) systema-
tics and nature conservation; (3) DNA-based identiﬁca-
tion and DNA barcoding; and (4) various topics.
The following keynote lectures were given: ‘‘Histor-
ical biogeography of alpine plants: what are the
questions?’’ by H.P. Linder and R. Nyffeler; ‘‘Conser-
ving ecological and phylogenetic relationships as well as
species’’ by J.K. Liebherr; ‘‘The unholy trinity: DNAe front matter
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ing author.
ss: daniel.burckhardt@unibas.ch (D. Burckhardt).barcoding, taxonomy and species delimitation’’ by R.
DeSalle; and ‘‘Klapperschlangen-Evolution oder ‘das
wirklich Wichtige’‘‘by P. Mu¨ller. The contributed
presentations covered many aspects of systematics and
taxonomy, including virtually all major clades of
organisms. Workshops were offered on ‘‘Methods in
biogeography: computer-assisted instructions’’ by P.
Comes, and ‘‘Marketing for taxonomists and systema-
tists’’ by M. Kreuels. A mini-symposium and a round
table discussion were dedicated to the controversial issue
of barcoding.
During the congress, special meetings were held for
curators (by M. Kotrba) and young systematists (by I.
Richling), and the recently founded ‘‘Swiss Systematics
Society’’ (SSS) was presented by J. Mariaux. Guided
tours were offered in the Natural History Museum, the
Zoo (Zoologischer Garten Basel) and the Botanical
Garden of the University. The Bernhard Rensch Prize
(to A. Hundsdo¨rfer) as well as prizes for the best student
poster presentations were awarded.
The organisers thank all the persons who helped
before and during the congress.
